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John  Jaffe  Gets  to  Work  on  the  Archives 
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The  appointment  of  John  JafFe  as 
Archivist  of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran 
Library-  starting  July  1,  1979,  was  an 
important  step  in  the  growth  of  our  Library'. 
For  years  Lydia  Xewland  had  done  what  she 
could  to  preser\'e  and  exliibit  on  appropriate  oc- 
casions the  docimients  and  memorabilia  which 
came  across  her  path  as  Assistant  Librarian, 
but  there  was  no  formal  program  for  de\  elop- 
ing the  archi\"es.  Now  for  the  first  time  we 
ha^•e  a  professional  librarian  whose  duty  it  is 
to  put  together  as  inclusi\'e  a  bod\'  of  material 
as  possible  pertaining  to  the  histor\^  of  the 
College. 

John  received  his  A.B.  degree  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  South,  his  Master's  in  English 
and  his  Master's  in  Library  Science  from  Vil- 
lano\a  Uni\ersit>-.  For  over  six  \ears  he  was 
employed  as  a  librarian  at  Bryn  Mawr  College 
with  enough  \'ariet\-  in  assignments  to  rec- 
ognize the  opportunity-  afi^orded  in  his  coming 
to  Sweet  Briar  as  Archivist,  Acquisitions  Li- 
barian  and  Rare  Books  Librarian.  He  is  mar- 
ried to  the  former  Jenny  Mortimore  from  South 
Dakota,  and  they  have  just  celebrated  the 
birth  of  their  first  child,  a  son  Gabriel  Charles. 
John  feels  a  great  challenge  in  assuming 
his  duties.  In  order  for  the  archi\'es  to  serve 
the  best  interests  of  the  Sweet  Briar  Com- 
munity, he  recognizes  the  need  for  immediate 
action  in  the  four  broad  categories  familiar  to 
archi\-ists:  consolidation,  organization,  pres- 
ervation, and  expansion.  The  present  space 
reserved  for  the  archives  is  the  small  room 
o£F  the  Rare  Book  Room,  which  is  far  from 
adequate,  but  by  eliminating  duplicate  copies 
of  publications  and  records  currently  held,  a 
great  deal  can  be  done  to  utilize  present 
space  to  its  best  advantage.  Duplicates  are 
being  used  to  fill  in  missing  issues  in  other 
areas  of  the  campus,  such  as  the  Alumnae 
Office,  the  Dean's  Office,  and  the  President's 
Office.  Gaps  will  be  discovered  and  pub- 
licized so  that  alumnae,  families  and  friends 
will  be  encouraged  to  send  copies  of  records 
the\'  nia\-  be  holding. 


In  the  area  of  preservation,  the  microfilm- 
ing of  The  Sweet  Briar  News  which  was  un- 
dertaken in  1969  will  be  continued  and  the 
paper  copies  already  crumbling  and  disinte- 
grating will  be  transferred  to  a  safer  storage 
location.  The  binding  of  Alumnae  Magazines, 
College  catalogues  and  bulletins  has  already 
helped  to  preser\-e  them  from  the  deterioration 
which  comes  from  copies  left  loose  on  the 
sheKes. 

In  the  area  of  expansion,  John  has  already 
begun  the  taping  of  all  lectures  given  on  the 
campus,  with  files  which  will  lead  the  investi- 
gator to  the  proper  source. 

His  goal  is  to  have  a  complete  master  set 
of  all  documents  pertaining  to  the  histor\'  of 
the  College  from  the  \Mlliams  family  up  to  the 
present.  It  is  most  fortuitous  that  this  effort 
coincides  with  the  major  undertaking  to  de- 
\-elop  the  museum  which  has  been  going  on 
under  the  capable  and  exhaustive  volunteer 
efforts  of  Ann  Marshall  \\'hitley  '47  and  Helen 
McMahon  '23.  Already  the  artifacts  have 
overflowed  the  two  rooms  in  the  ground  floor 
of  the  Chapel,  and  a  permanent  home  for  the 
Sweet  Briar  Museum  is  being  sought.  E\'er>'- 
body  from  the  Carpenter's  Shop  to  the  Busi- 
ness Office  has  had  a  part  in  unearthing  hid- 
den treasures.  (See  the  Alumnae  Magazine, 
Fall  Issue,  page  2ff. )  These  two  projects,  the 
Archives  and  the  Museum,  should  go  hand  in 
hand  and  complement  each  other  with  out- 
standing results. 

John  has  already  learned  that  he  must  be 
cautious  in  pulling  open  drawers  or  moving 
bookcases  because  some  precious  memento 
may  be  endangered.  Such  was  the  case  re- 
cently when  he  discovered  The  Children's 
Picture  Roll,  Daisy's  monthly  calendar  with 
a  different  lithograph  and  legend  for  each  day. 
This  was  pressed  betvveen  two  pieces  of  card- 
board, labeled  and  stuck  behind  some  shelves. 
Other  recent  "'finds"  of  John's  are  an  earlv- 
L^nited  States  Banknote  for  $50.00,  printed  at 
Philadelphia  in  1778;  the  Day-book  of  Elijah 
Fletcher;  a  box  of  photographs  of  May  Day, 
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girls  riding,  walking,  singing;  dance  programs 
with  ribbons  still  intact;  programs  of  the 
dramatic  productions  of  "The  Obstinate  Fam- 
ily" and  "The  Burglar"  by  the  Merry  Jesters, 
predecessors  of  Paint  &  Patches.  One  can't 
be  too  careful  in  straightening  up  the  Library. 
And,  thank  heavens,  we  now  have  someone 
whose  business  it  is  to  pull  this  all  together. 

John  says:  "This  wealth  must  all  be  gathered 
into  a  comprehensive  arrangement  to  make  it 
accessible  to  the  many  people  who  appear 
each  year  to  make  use  of  these  resources.  It 
is  an  immense  undertaking  which  is  only  pos- 
sible because  everyone  involved  with  the 
college  has  shown  such  willingness  to  help, 
whether  that  help  has  come  through  donations 
of  materials,  gifts  of  funds  or  help  in  identify- 
ing materials  already  in  the  Archives.  The 
Archives  play  an  active  role  in  the  educational 
life  of  the  College  in  addition  to  the  passive 
role  of  repository  for  Sweet  Briar  history. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  plans  can  be  completed 
in  short  order  for  the  movement  of  the  Mu- 
seum to  new  and  adequate  quarters  where 
there  will  be  room  for  display  and  proper 
organization  of  the  heritage  of  the  College.  We 
hope  in  the  not  too  distant  future  to  be  able 
to  realize  the  ideal  of  complete  integration  of 
the  Museum  and  Archives  in  one  location.  This 
would  be  the  ideal  situation  as  it  would  en- 
able the  housing,  exhibitions,  research,  teach- 
ing and  community  relations  functions  of  the 
entire  historical  collection  of  the  college,  ar- 
chival and  artifact,  to  be  pursued  with  the 
greatest  efficiency,  at  the  least  cost,  and  to 
the  greatest  benefit  to  the  College  and  com- 
munity. Methods  of  seeking  funds  to  aid  in 
this  goal  are  presently  being  studied  as  well 
as  sources  for  the  funding  and  personnel  nec- 
essary to  carry  out  the  specialized  conserva- 
tion techniques  which  will  result  in  as  com- 
plete a  preser\'ation  of  this  rich  heritage  as 
possible." 
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CHILDBEN'S  PICTURE  ROLL 


From  The  Editor 


We  have  exciting  news  for  our  next  issue 
about  the  research  of  Marion  Dolan  '76  in  the 
Archives  of  Der  Gesellschaft  der  Musikfreunde 
in  Vienna,  tracing  the  chronology  of  Brahms' 
Requiem.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  report  on 
a  gift  from  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Caldwell  '47 
including  tapes,  cassettes  and  valuable  tools 
for  research  on  modem  theatre.  This  gift  has 
been  on  its  way  to  Sweet  Briar  since  mid- 
summer 1979  but  has  not  yet  arrived.  We 
will  make  every  efiFort  to  provide  a  varied 
menu  to  whet  your  appetite  for  enjoyment  of 
and  pride  in  our  Library.  Encourage  your 
friends  to  join  the  Friends  of  the  Library  so 


they  will  receive  all  the  issues  of  the  Gazette. 
If  you  have  interesting  material  about  books 
which  you  would  like  to  share,  please  tell  us 
about  it  and  we  will  give  you  a  place  in  line. 
I  look  forward  to  serving  as  Editor  of  the 
Library  Gazette.  It  will  only  be  as  good  as 
the  material  you  provide.  Your  suggestions 
and/or  criticisms  will  be  gratefully  received 
by 

Julia  Sadler  deColigny,  Editor 

The  Library  Gazette 

Marv  Helen  Cochran  Library 

Sweet  Briar,  VA  24595 


Urge  a  friend  to  be  a  Friend 
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Sweet  Briar's  Newest  Club 


by  Susan  Richeson,  '81 


Some  members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  have  recognized 
the  importance  of  building  long-range 
support  by  enlisting  the  participation  of  stu- 
dents. Several  years  ago,  the  Emily  Watts 
McVea  Scholars  of  each  class,  who  are  ex-of- 
ficio  on  the  Council,  wrote  a  letter  to  all 
students  inviting  them  to  join  the  Friends, 
and  the  response  was  disappointing.  Last 
year  a  special  letter  went  out  asking  for  stu- 
dent contributions,  and  this  too  got  more 
response  from  parents  than  from  daughters. 

Accordingly,  Henry  James,  the  Librarian, 
felt  that  if  students  were  to  be  attracted  to 
the  Friends  of  the  Library,  they  must  be 
made  aware  of  the  importance  of  maintain- 
ing the  quality  of  the  library  collections  and 
the  support  of  the  Friends.  The  best  way 
to  accomplish  these  objectives,  he  thought, 
would  be  to  provide  opportimities  for  library 
users  to  get  together  and  learn  more  about 
the  value  of  printed  materials  other  than  as 
assigned  class  reading,  the  nature  of  special 
library  collections,  and  the  rewards  of  collect- 
ing books  and  other  works  of  art. 

With  this  purpose  in  mind,  Anne  Pannell 
Taylor,  past  president  of  Sweet  Briar  College 
and  present  chairman  of  the  Friends,  met  in- 
formally this  fall  with  a  small  group  of  stu- 
dent leaders  and  library  assistants.  She  en- 
thusiastically voiced  her  support  of  a  student- 
faculty  Friends  of  the  Library  that  would  re- 
flect the  aims  of  the  Friends  and  increase 
student  involvement  in  their  activities.  Tlie 
idea  was  well  received  by  the  students  present 
who  emphasized  that  the  organization  should 
be  a  means  of  learning  about  books  and  special 
collections  as  well  as  a  link  between  the 
student  body  and  the  Friends. 

A  small  space  was  hurriedly  provided  at 
the  Student  Government's  annual  Club  Day 
in  October  for  a  brief  statement  of  purpose 
and  a  sign-up  sheet.  The  response  of  more 
than  thirty  students  was  very  encouraging. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  group,  with  Mr. 
James  as  their  Advisor,  they  discussed  the 
need  for  a  name,  some  funding,  a  constitution, 
and  a  program  including  possible  trips  to 
libraries  and  personal  collections  outside  Sweet 
Briar.  The  name  chosen  was  The  Library  Col- 
lections Club. 

At  the  second  meeting  on  November  8, 
students  were  given  a  guided  tour  of  Sweet 


Briar's  own  Rare  Book  Room.  John  JaflFe 
talked  about  the  College's  special  holdings; 
Lee  Piepho,  associate  professor  of  English,  ex- 
plained methods  of  early  printing,  and  Gerald 
Berg,  assistant  professor  of  history,  provided 
an  introduction  to  that  cornerstone  of  the 
French  Enlightenment,  the  seventeen-volume 
set  of  the  Encyclopedie  raisonne  des  Sciences, 
des  Arts  etdes  Metiers  of  Diderot  (1751-65). 

The  evening  more  than  heightened  the  in- 
terest of  the  student  members  who  spent 
several  hours  browsing  through  such  volumes 
as  Newton's  Principia  and  La  Encyclopedie. 
Refreshments  were  served  aftenvards,  and 
plans  were  discussed  for  future  meetings. 

The  Student  Government  has  now  approved 
a  constitution  modeled  on  that  of  the  Friends 
and  has  assured  some  financial  support.  After 
being  officially  approved,  the  Collections  Club 
made  a  trip  on  December  4  to  the  new  Uni- 
versity Library  of  Washington  and  Lee  Uni- 
versity. This  beautiful  building  of  four  levels, 
completed  in  January  of  this  year  at  a  cost  of 
$9.2  million,  houses  350,000  volumes  and 
1,200  periodicals. 

The  Librarian,  Maurice  Leach,  personally 
escorted  the  group  through  his  building  which 
is  open  twenty-four  hours  a  day,  and  extended 
an  invitation  to  each  to  return  and  use  its 
abundant  facilities.  Mrs.  Betty  Kondayan, 
Reference  and  Pubhc  Services  Librarian,  met 
with  the  group  after  they  had  dinner  with 
the  student  president  and  faculty  advisor  of 
the  W  &  L  English  Club.  She  illustrated  her 
talk  with  examples  from  the  Robert  E.  Lee 
Collection  and  letters  from  the  manuscripts 
collection  in  the  handsome  Rare  Book  Room, 
which  is  still  being  completed. 

A  trip  to  Washington,  D.C.,has  been  tenta- 
tively planned  for  the  last  weekend  in  Jan- 
uary. So  far,  the  agenda  for  the  trip  includes 
visits  to  the  rare  book  rooms  of  the  National 
Gallery  of  Art,  the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library, 
the  Smithsonian  and  its  special  collections, 
the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art,  and  the  Library 
of  Congress.  In  addition,  students  will  visit 
Congress  and  possibly  meet  with  Represent- 
ative Caldwell  Butler.  The  students  in  the 
Club  are  enthusiastic  about  its  special  nature 
as  a  combination  of  the  cultural  and  the  social, 
and  look  forward  to  closer  ties  with  the 
Friends. 


—  3  — 


The  Value  of  the  Friends 


by  Patricia  L.  Wright,  Cataloger 


Since  my  own  years  at  the  Mary  Helen 
Cochran  Library  began  shortly  after 
the  formation  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  at  Sweet  Briar  I  may  be  accused  of 
taking  the  Friends  for  granted  too  many  times, 
until  I  am  reminded,  as  I  was  recently  during 
the  reaccreditation  visit  by  representatives  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools,  that  we  are  indeed  a  privileged  un- 
dergraduate library.  Andrew  Farkas,  the  li- 
brarian member  of  the  accrediting  team,  said 
to  me,  "I  suppose  you  don't  have  the  National 
Union  Catalog,  Pre-1956  Imprints."  He  was 
surprised  and  delighted  when  I  replied  in  the 
affirmative  —  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library.  When  I  was  also  able 
to  report  that  we  have  the  British  Museum 
General  Catalogue  of  Printed  Books  to  1955 
and  its  supplement,  and  the  Catalogue  general 
des  livres  imprimes  de  la  Bihliotheque  nation- 
ale  (both  gifts  of  the  Friends),  I  felt  reasonably 
certain  that  Mr.  Farkas'  estimation  of  the  li- 
brary had  risen  several  notches. 

In  another,  perhaps  less  important  area,  I 
am  reminded  every  year  of  the  importance  of 
the  Friends.  In  September,  while  leading  the 
current  crop  of  Freshmen  on  the  library  tour 
into  the  Browsing  Room  (refurbished  by  the 
Friends  in  1973-74),  seeing  the  faces  light 
up  and  hearing  the  murmur  of  appreciation  of 
such  a  handsome,  comfortable  room,  I  think 
again  —  "Ah,  yes,  the  Friends." 

A  favorite  refrain  of  faculty  members  is 
"Our  departmental  budget  will  never  cover 
this.  Do  you  suppose  the  Friends  might  be 
persuaded?"    Needless  to  say  the  faculty  is 


almost  never  disappointed.  Examples  of  how 
the  faculty  and  students  have  benefited  from 
the  Friends  range  from  the  monumental  and 
still  growing  Neue  Ausgahe  scimtlicher  Werhe 
of  Mozart  to  important  reprints  such  as  the  48 
volume  Music  and  Theatre  in  France  in  the 
17th  and  18th  Centuries  to  the  more  current 
needs  of  science  such  as  The  Encyclopedia  of 
Bioethics  and  Hoto  Animals  Communicate, 
edited  by  Thomas  A  Sebeok.  Students  in 
African  studies  at  the  College  are  sure  to 
benefit  from  a  handsome  volume  entitled 
Africa  on  Maps  Dating  from  the  12th  to  the 
18fh  Century  by  Egon  Klemp,  as  are  students 
in  art  history  in  their  ability  to  consult  The 
Carrey  Drawings  of  the  Parthenon  Sculptures, 
edited  by  Theodore  Bowie,  as  well  as  a  beauti- 
ful recent  Italian  edition  of  the  works  of  Cara- 
vaggio.  More  recent  endeavors  of  the  Friends 
include  the  purchase  of  tapes  and  records  for 
the  Browsing  Room  and  funding  for  taping 
College  lectures  for  the  Archives  Collection. 
These  are  but  a  few  examples  of  the  ways  in 
which  the  Friends  aid  us  in  our  efforts  toward 
excellence  in  the  collection. 

During  my  year  as  Acting  Librarian  ( 1976- 
77),  I  was  asked  by  several  other  librarians 
about  beginning  a  Friends  organization.  After 
telling  them  what  I  could  about  the  importance 
of  having  a  dedicated  and  energetic  chair- 
man who  has  the  cooperation  of  the  library 
staff  and  the  development  office,  I  would  in- 
variably ask,  "But  how  have  you  survived  this 
long  without  your  own  Friends  of  the  Li- 
brary?" Fortunately  we  at  Sweet  Briar  have 
not  faced  such  a  problem  for  some  time. 


Urge  a  friend  to  be  a  Friend 


Minutes  of  the  Council  Meeting 


October  18,  1979 


The  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  was  held  in 
the  Conference  Room  at  2:00  p.m. 
on  Thursday,  October  18,  1979,  with  Mrs. 
Anne  Pannell  Taylor,  Chairman,  presiding. 
Others  attending  were:  Helen  Watt,  Vice 
Chairman;  Jacquelene  Browning,  Treasurer, 
and  Henry  James,  Secretary;  Leif  Aagaard, 
Martha  Clement,  Julia  deColigny,  Janet  Foster, 


Decca  Frackleton,  Martha  Ann  Fuller,  Lyn 
Groncs,  Marion  Harrison,  John  Jaffe.  Joan  Kent, 
Helen  McMahon,  Helen  Masur,  Toni  Nelson, 
Ann  Reams,  Edith  Whiteman,  Harold  White- 
man,  Mark  \\'hittaker,  and  Elizabeth  Wood. 
The  minutes  of  the  Council  meeting  of  last 
year  were  approved  as  published  in  the 
Library  Gazette,  Spring  1979. 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Jacqueline  Browning,  assistant  professor  of 
economics  who  is  the  new  Treasurer,  gave  her 
report  on  the  budget  in  two  sections:  current, 
and  retrospective  assets  and  expenditures. 
Revenues  from  donations  and  endov/ment  July 
1978  through  June  1979  amounted  to  $15,755. 
Total  expenditures  were  $13,018,  but  with 
previously  approved  unexpended  funds  still 
available  there  vi'as  an  uncommitted  revenue 
balance  as  of  September  30th  of  $9,793  for 
this  fiscal  year.  She  mentioned  that  the  $500 
approval  at  the  Annual  meeting  in  April  for 
purchase  of  a  lighted  display  case  proved  to 
be  insufficient  as  the  present  cost  is  $566.  She 
asked  for  and  received  approval  for  purchase 
at  this  additional  cost.  Mrs.  Browning  also 
explained  the  operating  budget  of  the  Friends 
which  comes  to  $3,300  for  1979-80,  and  this 
and  her  report  as  a  whole  were  approved 
with  a  commendation  from  Mrs.  Taylor. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Marion  Bauer  Harrison  presented  the  re- 
port on  membership  for  Chairman  Susan  Pond 
who  could  not  leave  her  new  job  in  Wash- 
ington. The  number  of  members  in  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1979,  was  255  in  com- 
parison with  358  in  1978.  However,  the  amount 
of  money  contributed  by  these  was  $14,740 
and  this  was  a  record  amount,  even  larger 
than  last  year.  Mrs.  Taylor  expressed  concern 
for  this  drop  in  membership,  although  pleased 
with  the  generosity  of  those  who  did  give  to 
the  Friends.  She  suggested  that  this  low 
membership  could  have  been  caused  by  the 
late  mailing  of  the  initial  appeal.  Martha  Ann 
Fuller  reported  that  the  mailing  this  year 
would  be  ready  to  go  out  by  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober and  she  hoped  this  would  produce  a 
larger  response. 

She  reported  that  the  first  appeal  would 
be  sent  to  all  present  and  past  members,  in- 
stead of  just  this  year's  list  and  in  the  new 
year  another  mailing  will  be  made  to  all 
parents  and  reunion  classes.  She  pointed  out 
that  there  has  not  been  a  mass  mailing  in 
several  years  and  that  this  one  this  year  is  a 
happy  medium.  She  also  thought  that  parents 
of  seniors  should  be  regularly  included  in  ad- 
dition to  the  freshman  parents. 

Mrs.  Crones  inquired  about  the  response 
of  alumnae  clubs  and  was  told  that,  while 
the  nine  of  last  year  were  an  improvement, 
the  Clubs  see  their  first  concern  as  support- 
ing the  scholarship  program.  Mrs.  Reams  said 
she  had  made  a  special  appeal  for  support  of 
the  Friends  to  Alumnae  Club  presidents  at- 
tending the  October  Council  meetings.  Helen 
Lewis,  past  President  of  the  Amherst  Club, 
said  she  used  to  encourage  her  members  to 
join  and  achieved  a  good  response.  Elizabeth 
Wood    thought    a    mass    mailing    should    be 


done   every    four   years    and    especially    this 
year  because  of  low  membership. 

These  suggestions  will  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  Membership  Committee 
which  in  these  difficult  economic  times  will 
have  to  be  particularly  concerned  about  ways 
to  encourage  wider  knowledge  of  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Friends  and  therefore  greater 
participation.  Mrs.  Taylor  expressed  particular 
interest  in  having  more  student  members,  and 
Edith  ^Vhiteman  suggested  a  student  bootli 
outside  the  Library  to  arouse  their  interest  in 
the  Friends.  Mrs.  Taylor  described  the  good 
reaction  she  had  received  that  morning  from 
having  coflFee  with  some  students,  who  were 
discussing  with  her  a  new  Club  to  promote 
interest  in  rare  books  and  to  visit  special  col- 
lections in  the  Library  and  in  this  area.  They 
seemed  interested  in  serving  as  intermediaries 
between  the  Friends  and   the  student  body. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Ann  Reams,  Chairman  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  said  she  would  make  a  full  re- 
port at  the  spring  meeting,  but  wanted  to 
mention  that  the  Committee  must  consider  a 
replacement  for  Mrs.  Taylor  and  vacancies 
arising  on  the  Council.  She  said  her  com- 
mittee would  welcome  suggestions  from  the 
entire  membership. 

PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Taylor  ventured  the  opinion  that  the 
Gazette  has  some  issues  which  are  more  in- 
teresting than  others,  and  she  believed  that 
articles  by  faculty  and  students  made  better 
reading  than  the  business  afi^airs  of  the  Friends. 
The  new  editor,  Julia  deColigny,  asked  for 
suggestions  as  to  how  it  might  be  improved. 

There  was  some  discussion  about  including 
the  Gazette  with  the  membership  appeal 
letter.  Harold  Whiteman  proposed  the  use 
of  some  family  symbols  belonging  to  Daisy 
or  her  parents  which  could  be  used  to  per- 
solalize  the  Gazette.  He  went  on  to  say  that 
Mr.  Farkas  of  North  Florida  University,  who 
was  on  the  reaccreditation  team  of  the  South- 
ern Association,  had  given  the  Library  an 
excellent  report  which  included  only  a  few 
suggestions  for  improvement.  One  of  these 
was  to  cull  little  used  materials  from  the  col- 
lection to  avoid  the  cost  of  an  addition  to  the 
Library.  Mr.  Farkas  proposed  to  augment  the 
current  book  budget  with  a  special  grant 
from  the  reserve  funds  of  the  College  to  create 
a  five  percent  increase  in  book  funds  which 
would  help  the  Library  keep  up  with  the  ever 
increasing  cost  of  books.  He  hoped  the  Friends 
would  be  inspired  to  do  even  more  in  helping 
to  maintain  the  quality  of  the  collections. 

Mr.  Aagaard  proposed  that  an  article  be 
written  for  the  Lynchburg  News  or  the  Am- 
herst paper  promoting  the  Friends. 
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LIBRARY  NEEDS  COMMITTEE 

Joan  Kent,  Chairman,  gave  special  appre- 
ciation to  John  Jaffe  for  his  help  in  identifying 
and  compiling  the  book  requests  of  the  faculty. 
With  only  brief  questions  on  some  items,  the 
complete  list  as  compiled  by  Mr.  Jaffe  and 
recommended  by  the  Committee  was  ap- 
proved for  each  department  concerned.  The 
amount  authorized  for  purchase  was  $4,218. 
Mrs.  Taylor  complimented  Miss  Kent  and  her 
Committee  on  the  good  decisions  they  made 
with  regard  to  collecting  and  screening  these 
departmental  recommendations. 

RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Henry  James  introduced  the  new  people 
whose  work  relates  to  the  Friends:  Jackie 
Browning,  Treasurer;  Joan  Kent,  Chairman 
Library  Needs  Committee;  Julia  deColigny, 
Editor  of  the  Gazette;  and  John  Jaffe,  Ac- 
quisitions Librarian  who  came  in  July  from 
Bryn  Mawr. 

He  reported  that  a  new  room  had  been 
established  in  the  East  Wing  for  micro-forms, 
equipment,  and  indexes.  He  asked  for  a  basic 
grant  with  which  to  purchase  records  and  cas- 
settes of  poetry  and  play  readings  for  the 
Browsing  Room.  This  proposal  was  referred 
to  the  Library  Needs  Committee.  For  the 
Archives,  funds  are  needed  to  put  some  recent 
years  of  the  Sweet  Briar  Neios  on  microfilm 
and  to  tape  the  talks  of  the  well-known  lec- 
turers who  come  to  Sweet  Briar.  This  request 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  He 


said  he  had  high  hopes  for  student  participa- 
tion in  the  new  Club  related  to  the  Friends. 

Ann  Reams  proposed  that  members  of  the 
Council  come  early  to  the  spring  meeting  to 
see  the  special  exhibit  of  Friends'  purchases 
and  the  revived  Archives.  Mrs.  Taylor  asked 
Mr.  James  to  write  to  Evelyn  Mullen  express- 
ing our  sympathy  for  her  recent  illness  and 
Elizabeth  Prothro  saying  we  will  miss  her  on 
the  Council  and  hope  she  will  remain  on  the 
Library  Needs  Committee.  (On  October  30th 
Mrs.  Prothro  wrote:  "I  will  be  glad  to  stay  on 
the  Library  Needs  Committee  if  it  would  serve 
a  purpose.  I  sincerely  mean  that  I  am  inter- 
ested in  the  Friends  of  the  Sweet  Briar  Col- 
lege Library.") 

Mrs.  Whiteman  mentioned  that  an  excellent 
speaker  at  the  Friends  of  the  Library  Annual 
dinner  of  the  Joint  University  Libraries  in 
Nashville  was  Edwin  Wilson,  Theatre  Critic 
of  The  Wall  Street  Journal.  She  said  he  was 
lively  and  informative  in  his  talk  on  "Lit- 
erature and  the  Arts — Luxury  or  Necessity." 
She  proposed  that  he  be  invited  to  give  the 
Gerhard  Masur  Memorial  lecture  to  the 
Friends  this  spring.  The  date  for  the  spring 
meeting  has  been  tentatively  set  for  Tuesday, 
April  22,  1980. 

As  there  was  no  further  business,  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  at  3:30  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Henr\'  James,  Jr. 
Secretary  to  the  Friends 


Recent  Acquisitions  through  Gifts  from  the  Friends 
Winter  1979 


ART  HISTORY 

Benezit,  Emmanuel,   1854-1920 

Dictionnaire  critique  et  documentaire  des  peintres, 

sculpteurs,  dessinateurs  et  graveurs  de  tous  les  temps 

et  tous  les  pays.    Paris,  Grund,  1976. 

This  ten  volume  definitive  biographical  diction- 
ary of  artists  covers  artists  from  the  5th  century 
B.C.  to  the  present  and  includes  lists  of  major 
works  by  each  artist  and  where  those  works  are 
exhibited.  It  also  reproduces  signatures  and 
symbols  used  by  the  artists  to  sign  their  works. 

CHEMISTRY 

Rochow,  T.G. 

An  Introduction  to  Microscopy  by  Means  of  Light, 

Electrons,  Ions.    N.Y,  Plenum,  1978. 

In  this  excellent  work,  all  means  of  microscopy 
are  exhaustively  examined  with  special  emphasis 
on  how  each  method  is  used  and  what  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  it  has  in  relation  to  the 
other  methods.  An  essential  text  for  anyone 
interested  in  microscopy. 


Gutlich,  P. 

Mossbauer  Spectroscopy  in  Transitional  Metal  Chem- 
istry, New  York,  Springer  Verlag,   1978. 

This  volume  discusses  the  kind  of  problems 
which  may  be  solved  by  using  the  Mossbauer 
effect  technique.  The  chapters  dealing  with  non- 
iron  Mossbauer  active  transition  elements  include 
complete  lists  of  references  to  original  work  on 
solid-state  chemistry  and  physics.  The  final  chap- 
ter presents  a  number  of  special  applications  of 
Mossbauer  spectroscopy. 

CLASSICS 

Yalouris,  Nicholaos 

The   Eternal   Olympics.     The   Art   and   History   of 

Sport.  New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  Caratzas  Brothers,  1979. 
The  Eternal  Olympics  is  the  only  book  deal- 
ing exclusively  with  the  ancient  games  and 
covers  all  aspects  of  the  games,  including  ath- 
letics in  education,  in  art,  and  in  religion.  The 
book  is  illustrated  with  some  of  the  greatest 
masterpieces   of  classical  art  as   well  as  photo- 
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graphs  of  ancient  Olympic  sites  and  contemporary 
renderings  of  how  they  must  once  have  appeared. 

Servius,  grammarian 

Qui    feruntur    in    Vergilii    carmina    commentarrii. 

Recognit  G.  Thilo  &  H,  Hagen.    Hildesheim,  G.  Olms, 

1961. 

This  three  volume  edition  of  the  full  version  of 
Servius  commentary  on  the  carmina  of  Vergil  is 
of  utmost  importance  to  the  serious  study  of 
Vergil  as  Servius  presents  all  the  classical  views 
of  the  carmina  and  quotes  from  all  the  major 
and  many  of  the  minor  classical  commentators 
on  Vergil.  The  first  two  volumes  treat  of  the 
entire  Aeneid  while  the  third  volume  considers 
the   Bucolica   and   Georgica. 

ENGLISH 

Lowry,  Martin 

The  World  of  Aldus  Manutius,  Business  and  Schol- 
arship in  Renaissance  Venice.  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  Cornell 
U.P.,  1979. 

This  fascinating  biographical  study  centers  on  the 
life  and  work  of  Aldus  Manutius  (1450-1515), 
printer  and  man  of  letters  and  surveys  his  back- 
ground, business  practices,  and  the  impact  he  had 
on  the  intellectual  life  of  the  times.  He  and  his 
Aldine  Press  are  credited  with  giving  the  printed 
text  the  academic  and  social  respectability  pre- 
viously enjoyed  by  the  manuscript. 

Blake,  William 

William  Blake's  Writings.   Edited  by  G.  E.  Bentley. 

New  York,  Oxford  University  Press,   1978. 

This  edition  is  the  first  to  be  based  on  the  editor's 
personal  examination  of  each  known  surviving 
copy  of  Blakes's  writings.  Included  in  this  edition 
are  reproductions  of  all  the  important  printed  de- 
signs Blake  made  for  his  own  writings,  with  notes 
on  all  the  illustrative  designs.  Volume  I  treats  of 
engraved  and  etched  writings  and  volume  2 
deals  with  writings  in  conventional  typography 
and  in  manuscript. 

A  Milton  Encyclopedia.  Edited  by  William  Hunter. 
Lewisburg,  PA,  Bucknell  University  Press,  1978. 

This  eight  volume  encyclopedia  is  the  finest  and 
most  comprehensive  reference  course  for  Milton 
studies  published  to  date.  Because  Milton  wrote 
in  a  variety  of  forms  and  was  deeply  involved  in 
public  issues  of  his  day,  especially  political  and 
religious  ones,  and  because  of  the  controversies 
that  have  always  surrounded  him,  the  Encyclo- 
pedia has  in  some  ways  grown  to  be  a  study  of 
English  civilization  in  Milton's  time  and  a  history 
of  literary  and  political  matters  since  then.  Each 
article  has  been  written  by  a  specialist. 

Lawrence,  David  Herbert,  1885-1930 

The  Letters  of  D.  H.  Lawrence.    Edited  by  James 

T.  Boulton.  Cambridge,  Cambridge  University  Press, 

1979- 

This  first  of  eight  volumes  of  the  complete  letters 
of  D.  H.  Lawrence  authorized  for  purchase  by 
the  Friends  at  the  last  meeting  covers  the  period 
from  September  1901  through  May  1913.  The 
letters  are  the  first  volumes  of  the  Cambridge 
Edition  of  the  Works  of  D.H.  Lawrence  which 
will  be  the  most  complete  and  definitive  scholarly 
critical  edition  of  Lawrence's  writings. 

EDUCATION 

The  Higher  Education  of  Women.  Essays  in  honor 
of  Rosemary  Park,  edited  by  Helen  S.  Astin  and  Wer- 
ner Z.  Hirsch.   New  York,  Praeger,  1978. 


Recent  efForts  to  assess  the  impact  of  women  on 
higlier  education  have  been  relatively  few.  In 
this  festschrift  volume,  eleven  eminent  scholars 
examine  the  role  women  have  played  in  shaping 
higher  education.  The  work  was  published  by 
Praeger  in  conjunction  with  the  Higher  Educa- 
tion Research  Institute. 

FRENCH 

L'Amerique  des  lumieres:  partie  litteraire  du  col- 
loquc  du  Iiicfntcnairc  dc  I'independence  American. 
Geneve,  Droz,   1977. 

This  collection  of  twenty  essays  on  the  Enlighten- 
ment in  America  was  prepared  from  the  papers 
delivered  at  a  colloquium  held  in  honor  of  the 
American  Bicentennial  in  the  city  of  Brest  in  June 
of  1976.  It  was  attended  by  scholars  from  through- 
out the  world  and  represents  the  best  of  current 
international  scholarship  on  the  subject. 

Merlant,  Joachim,  1875-1919 

Le   roman    personnel,    de    Rousseau    a    Fromentin. 

Geneve.  Slatkine,  1970. 

This  reprint  of  a  critical  study  originally  pub- 
lished in  Paris  in  1905  is  an  enormously  valuable 
background  source  for  anyone  studying  the 
French  novel  of  the   18th  or  19th  centuries. 

HISTORY 

The  American  Slave.    A  composite  Autobiography. 

George   P.    Rewick,    General    editor.     Westport,    CT, 

Greenwood    Press,    1972-1973. 

This  19  volume  set  contains  the  interviews  col- 
lected by  Fisk  University  and  the  Federal  Writ- 
ers Project  of  the  WPA  during  the  1920's  and 
1930's.  These  are  actual  interviews  with  ex- 
slaves  and  ha\'e  transformed  our  understanding  of 
much  of  Afro-American  history.  Their  value  for 
historians  is  immeasurable  and  they  provide  a 
necessary  core  of  our  collection  in  the  subject 
area  of  American  slavery  and  the  Civil  War  and 
Reconstruction  periods. 

Moreau   de   Jonnes,   Alexandre 

Recherches    statisiques    sur    I'esclavage    colonial    et 

sur   les   moyens   de   le   supprimer.     Geneve,    Slatkine, 

1978. 

Born  in  1778,  M.  de  Jones  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  1802.  He  terminated 
his  military  career  in  1815  with  the  grade  of  a 
superior  officer,  after  spending  many  years  in 
the  colonies,  in  particular  at  Martinique.  In  1834 
he  was  given  the  direction  of  the  new  "General 
Statistics  of  France,"  the  remarkable  publications 
which  he  directed  until  1852.  This  work  oc- 
cupies a  special  place  of  its  own  in  the  first  rank 
of  contemporary  abolitionist  works.  The  title, 
translated  as  "Statistical  studies  on  the  colonial 
slavery  and  the  means  of  its  suppression,"  ac- 
curately reflects  the  contents  of  the  work.Through 
the  combination  of  his  personal  experience  and 
the  centralized  information  at  his  disposal,  he 
was  enabled  to  compose  what  Eugene  Daire 
writing  in  the  Journal  des  Economistes  has 
called  "this  practical,  substantial  piece  of  work, 
full  of  right  ideas,  facts  and  figures,  which  as  a 
whole  brings  into  full  light  the  problem  of  slave 
emancipation,  and  everything  connected  with 
economic  conditions  in  our  colonies  .  .  .  this 
book  is  devoid  of  drama  .  .  .  but  contains  the 
means  to  elucidate  all  social  problems;  it  is  a 
conscientious  account  of  the  nature  of  the  facts 
and  revelation  of  the  truth." 
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ITALIAN 

Kelly,  Douglas 

Medieval  Imagination:   Rhetoric  and  the  Poetry  of 

Courtly  Love,  Madison,  WS,  University  of  Wisconsin 

Press,  1978. 

In  this  lucidly  written  and  richly  documented 
work,  Kelly  deals  with  imagination  in  medieval 
courtly  love  poetry,  specifically  tracing  the  de- 
velopment of  the  concept  of  imagination  from  the 
Church  Fathers  and  the  ChartrSin  poets  of  the 
12th  century  through  its  elaboration  in  the  arts 
of  poetry  to  its  later  transformations  and  varied 
incorporation  by  poets  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
centuries. 

MATH 

An   Encyclopedia   of  Computer   Science.    Anthony 
Ralston,  editor.   New  York,  Van  Nostrand,  1976. 

This  comprehensive  reference  source  contains 
articles  treating  over  470  topics  by  over  200 
contributors  and  has  more  than  1,000  illustrations 
supplementing  the  excellent  coverage  on  the 
history,  technology,  future  directions,  and  cur- 
rent state  of  electronic  data  processing. 

RARE  BOOKS 

Auden,  Wystan  Hugh,   1907-1973. 

The  Enchafed  Flood,  or  the  Romantic  Iconography 

of  the  Sea.    Charlottesville,  VA,  University  Press  of 

Virginia,  1979. 

Both  the  hardcover  and  paperbound  editions  of 
this  new  revised  edition  of  this  title  have  been 
purchased  using  the  Friends  endowed  funds  as 


part  of  the  continuing  effort  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  complete  and  comprehensive  collec- 
tion of  the  works  of  W.  H.  Auden. 

REFERENCE 

American  Foreign  Relations:  a  Documentary  Rec- 
ord. Richard  P.  Stebbins  and  Elaine  P.  Adams, 
editors.  New  York,  New  York  University  Press,  1976- 
The  purchase  of  the  annual  volumes  for  1971, 
1972,  1974,  1975,  and  1976  gives  us  a  complete 
file  of  this  work.  The  annual  survey  of  U.  S. 
foreign  policy  carried  on  by  the  Council  on 
Foreign  Relations  combines  expert  historical  nar- 
rative with  the  outstanding  source  materials  on 
American  diplomacy  and  is  the  only  analytical 
and  documentary  study  of  American  foreign 
policy  now  published  on  an  annual  basis. 

Toxic   Substances   Sourcebook.    New  York,   Environ- 
ment Information  Center,  1978. 

A  decade  ago,  few  people  were  alert  to  the 
dangers  posed  by  chemical  use  to  our  air,  land, 
food,  and  water.  Now  its  link  to  cancer,  sterility, 
and  other  health  disorders  has  created  an  urgent 
need  for  information.  The  Toxic  Substances 
Sourcebook  fills  that  need,  providing  over  2,000 
concise,  informative  abstracts  of  key  reports, 
studies,  journal  articles,  and  technical  papers; 
an  overview  and  selected  bibliography  of  the 
subject;  and  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  Toxic  Sub- 
stances Control  Act.  It  also  provides  a  directory 
of  information  centers,  data  banks,  magazines, 
and  scientific  and  legal  journals  which  deal  with 
the  subject. 
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